[Combination chemotherapy of advanced gastric cancer with adriamycin, mitomycin C, and ftorafur].
Thirty patients with advanced gastric cancer were treated with a combination chemotherapy consisting of adriamycin 20-30 mg/m2 iv day 1 q3wks, mitomycin C 2.7-4 mg/m2 iv day 1 weekly, and ftorafur 267 mg/m2 po b.i.d. daily. Five (28%) of 18 patients with measurable lesions achieved partial responses with a median duration of 2 months ranging 1.5 to 8 months. The median survival time from initiation of the chemotherapy was 4 months in responders, and 5 months in non-responders, respectively. The response rate did not correlate with the various baseline parameters including initial performance status, resectability of the primary tumor, histologic differentiation of the tumor, and prior chemotherapy. Gastrointestinal and hematologic toxicities were mild and well manageable. Cumulative thrombocytopenia and renal damage probably due to mitomycin C, were seen in 5(17%) and 2(7%) patients, respectively. Clinical cardiotoxicity induced by adriamycin was observed in one patient. The result indicated that the enhancement of antitumor effect with a combination of adriamycin, mitomycin C, and ftorafur for advanced gastric cancer was not significantly remarkable as expected. Thus, further study will be required for obtaining more favorable result.